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The work that he did and the speeches that he made invited praise,
It was not Ram Sundar who was honoured in royal fashion, but the
person who suffered a month's imprisonment. The shops were closed
not for the sake of Ram Sundar, but tangibly to show that we were
grieved at the wrongful imprisonment of an Indian and to bring home
to the others the fact of our unity. The Indian community has already
reaped the benefits of the closing of shops and of the homage [done
to Ram Sundar]. What Ram Sundar gained, he has thrown away.
The honour that we accorded was not to an individual, but to the
qualities of truth and courage which we attributed to him. What
happened in Ram Sundar's case was only fit and proper. Now that
we have seen through his duplicity, we pour scorn on him. That again
is natural. Such has always been the way of the world. Mr. Arbuthnot1
of Madras was held in esteem both by the Government and people
so long as he was thought to be honest. On being exposed as a fraud,
he had to face prosecution and imprisonment. If people are to think
well of us, we must always distinguish between truth and falsehood
in every matter. If we do so, we shall carry our point every time. We
do not want to say anything further on the question of Hindu-Muslim
differences that has been raised in this context. There is not the slightest
doubt, however, that the question has been raised through sheer want
of sense. It altogether passes our understanding why people should
talk of Hindu-Muslim differences over questions of common interest
which do not involve any religious issues.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 11-1-1908

;/.   JOHANNESBURG LETTER*
[Before January 10, 1908]
' PASSIVE RESISTANCE
The editor had invited [suggestions from readers for] a Gujarati
equivalent for "passive resistance".3 I have received one which is not
1 Sir George Arbuthnot; prominent banker, six times a member of the Legis-
lative Council at Port St. George and seven times elected chairman of the Madras
Chamber of Commerce; filed an insolvency petition after his bank had crashed.  Early
in May, 19073 he was charged with cheating and breach of trust.
2 Literally, the title   reads "News-letter".    These   despatches were published
weekly in Indian Opinion as "From Our Johannesburg Representative". The first despatch
appeared on March 3, 1906; vide Vol. V, pp. 206-7.
3  Vide Vol. VII, p. 455.